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Cultural Conflicts Between Traditional And Modern Mexican Way Of Life
Mexico is a country located in the southern part of North America with an extensive coastline on the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean it also shares maritime borders with Cuba and Honduras. Mexico covers a total area of 1.973 million square kilometers with an estimated population of 129.2 million the Mexican culture was greatly influenced by Spanish culture during the colonial period, immediately after colonization the independent Mexican government promoted culture trait shared by different groups of people as a sign of national identity and unity. This essay will talk about how Mexican experience cultural conflicts between the traditional and Mexican way of life. 
In the movie Midaq Alley, it is evident that the people of Egypt Cairo turn away from their traditional way of life due to an ending thirsty for material gains for example from the film Kirsha is a drug addict and homosexual, Hamida is ambitious to gain power. These two characters clearly envisage how members of society are willing to do anything for material gains and power. In the traditional setup way of life, morality should guide behavior in human beings, in the modern way of life power and material gain are the determining factors of behavior according to the movie (Infilbnet, 2018). 
Kirsha is involved in many illegal behaviors which are prohibited and termed as immoral by society. However, Hussainy another character in the movie talks to Kirsha in a friendly way, explaining to him how he did not mean to offend or make him feel ashamed of himself by talking to him about his illegal behaviors. From this scene, the movie tries to show two conflicting societies. The first society is against Kirsha’s behavior while the second society is not really against his behaviors though they are inappropriate (Infilbnet, 2018).
Religion is another factor that brings up the conflicts between the modern way of life and traditional way of life. This is clearly seen in the film Midaq Alley, where Hussainy reads a quote from the Quran that you cannot live however you want it is God who leads you to live the way he wants. This was after Kirsha responded to his previous advice that he can live the way he wanted and no one had authority over him. From this scene, it is evident that religion is hindering traditional Mexicans from assimilating to the modern way of life
In the movie Kirsha’s son is well paid and he works at a British army camp .however his earnings are not enough to support his behaviors, so he engages in selling of stolen properties and the money he makes from the illegal business he uses to buy fancy clothes, expensive wines and fancy foods all which are forbidden by the Muslim society (Infilbnet, 2018) . The director of the movie shows how the modern way of life conflicts with the traditional way of life 
Modern lifestyle is more of material gain and power as compared to the traditional way of life which is based on good moral and traditions.  In a scene in the film, the director shows this through doctor Bushl and Zaita who normal people into beggars by mutilating them. The traditional society views this as ugly, immoral and dirty, while the people yearning to live the modern life view this as a way of making money. This is the reason why people flock at zeta’s home so that they can be deformed and become beggars to make money.  Zaita, the image of modern living in the film views poverty, ignorance, and sickness as the old world. This shows two conflicting cultures, the modern culture, and the traditional culture
        Native Mexican culture was slightly washed away by the Spanish culture during the 300-year rule by the Spanish, thus the culture of typical Mexicans is influenced by the religion, location, gender, social class, and families ties among other factors, for example, people living in the outskirt of Mexican cities are more likely to conserve traditional cultures as compared to the city dwellers who in many cases forgo their tradition and assimilate modern life.
Among other factors influencing modern living in Mexico is family ties. The family is an important element in the Mexican society Mexicans have large extended families and they do take their responsibilities seriously; there are traditional gender roles mainly practiced in rural areas.  The entire extended family helps each other in the day to day activities. In the movie, Midaq Alley families appear to be broken and unstable. This is forbidden in the Islam society. The director of the movie gives an example of three families, the moderate family, the traditional Muslim family, and the dysfunctional family, the dysfunctional family is represented by Kirsha family where no member of the family was nice to each other, the father Kirsha is involved in illegal homosexual behavior which is against the Islamic society. This is the major reason why the family breaks down. Additionally, he is always arguing with his wife to the point of beating her sometime. The moderate family is represented by Salim Alwan’s family, Salim Alwan is a wealthy man.  He is a merchant and his father was a merchant too. He is very loyal to his family and faithful to his wife. He never goes to coffee houses and clubs. The traditional Muslim family is represented by Sheikh Radwan Hussainy family. This family is a religious family, the family is conservative of religious teachings and holds a high standard of behavior.  Hussainy is always honest and does no illegal business.  He is a man of integrity. From this families, the most affected family by modern way of life is the dysfunctional family. This family shows the conflicts between the traditional and modern way of life. 
Sexual harassments and gender violence is a common practice in the traditional way of life. In the marriage institution, a woman is considered to be submissive. This is evident in the movie where Kirsha was used to beating his wife and demanding respect from her. However, in the modern way of life women and men are considered to have equal rights. The conflict arises where some religions allow the woman to be ruled over by the man.
Social class is another factor with a great influence in the Mexican culture.  The rich are less likely to practice the native Mexican traditions compared to lower class people. This has led to conflicts and wash out of the native Mexican culture among a greater percentage of the population. When people rise in class and acquire high levels of education they are more likely to forget about their traditional and custom practices, this is clearly seen in the Mexican society. Thus social class has greatly influenced the culture of Mexican society.
 The movie Y TU Mama Tambien talks about two boys from two different backgrounds. one of the boys Julio is from a politically liberal family while the other boy Tenoch is from a politically conservative family. The boys both have girlfriends but their girlfriends have traveled abroad. During this period while their girlfriends are abroad  Julio and Tenoch attend an expensive wedding. In the wedding, they meet the beautiful  Luisa.  Luisa was wife to Tenoch’s cousin Jano. Luisa and Jano have moved to Mexico from Spain. Julio and Tenoch lie to Luisa that they were taking a trip to the beach and so Luisa decides to drive with them to the beach. Though Luisa first resisted the offer he decided to follow them after realizing his husband’s extramarital affairs (Travers & Travers, 2018).
Though there was no trip to the beach at first Julio and Tenoch quickly made up a trip. In this trip they decide to go to a beach Saba, their friend had suggested. During the trip, they started talking about their personal relationship. Luisa calls his husband and informs him that their marriage was over. During this period of frustrations and anger, she engages in sex with Tenoch. This film tries to show the modern way of life where Julio and Tenoch have girlfriends who have gone abroad for a trip before joining college (Travers & Travers, 2018).
This shows more of the modern life as compared to Midaq Allay which shows both types of life that is the traditional way of life and the modern way of life. Tenoch is from a rich family while Julio is from a middle-class family. These two families have different beliefs and customs Tenoch from the rich family has adopted the modern way of life as compared to Julio who is from a more conservative family (Travers & Travers, 2018).
In the traditional way of life sex before marriage is considered immoral. In the movie, Y Tu Mama Tambien the director shows that sex before marriage in the modern way of life is normal that’s why Julio and Tenoch are not afraid or ashamed of having sex with Luisa. Additionally, in the Islam religion, it is against the Quran for a woman to terminate a marriage but Luisa who is the image of modern life in the movie ends her marriage with Jano. This shows how religion and beliefs can prevent someone from living the modern way of life.
Y Tu Mama Tambien shows how Mexican people are ready to adapt to the modern way of life’s, however, there are some factors preventing them from adopting this modern way of life. For example, some of the traditional practices and beliefs such as family ties, the holiness of the marriage institution, traditional education, religious beliefs, cultural practices among others .the director of this film shows how the modern society has gone against all this odds and assimilated the modern ways of life regardless of the consequences
There are several similarities in this two movies, the first one is the aspect of influence by the western culture. The movie the Midaq Allay express this influence where the modern society is seen as materialistic as compared to traditional society which is a moral society. For example in the movie the modern family which has adopted the modern way of life  is seen to be more  materialistic where Hussain sells stolen goods to maintain his expensive modern life whereas in the movie Y Tu Mama  the director shows that the modern living is about material living from the expensive wedding to the car driven by the teenage boys .
Morality in modern way of life in the two movies is not viewed as what is written in the holy books or the laws of the land but it is viewed as what a person perceives to be right according to him or her .for example in the first movie Midaq Allay, Kirsha say that he can do whatever he wants and nobody has authority over his life. In the second movie, Luisa engages in extramarital affairs after ending his marriage with Jano just because she felt it was right at that moment.
The other similarity between these two movies is the aspect of the conflict. Conflict is evident in these two movies as a result of sex and drug abuse.  In the movie, Midaq Allay conflict is seen in the Kirsha’s family due to his homosexuality and hidden thirst for homosexual sex. He was always arguing with his wife and other family members. Kirsha was also a drug addict which led to constant fights with the family members. In the other movie, Y Tu Mama Tambien conflicts also arise as a result of sex. Julio and Tenoch are in conflicts as a result of sex. Julio confesses to having sex with  Tenoch’s girlfriend, this led to conflicts between the two friends. Also, extramarital  sex was the reason that led to conflicts between Jano and Luisa which in the long run led to a broken  marriage 

The only difference between these two movies is that one movie is based on the modern way of life but the other movie focuses on both traditional ways of life and the modern way of life. In the movie, Midaq Alley the director depicts both the traditional way of life and the modern way of life. This is evident in the movie where the director has three types of the family which are the dysfunctional family, the moderate family and the traditional Muslim family. Where else in the second movie Y Tu Mama Tambien the director mostly focuses on the modern way of life only.
In conclusion, there are many hindrances to Mexicans adopting the modern way of life.  Some of this hindrances are religion, traditional beliefs, and the society in general. Though some of the Mexican people have already adopted the modern way of life, the society is still fighting this western way of life.  For example, in the first movie, Midaq Alley though majority of the people are trying to live the modern way of life the few traditional Muslim families are still condemning the people trying to live the modern way of life.
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